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Background

• Park signature: trail recreation, 50 miles of trails
• Significant natural resources
• One million visitors

• Improve the physical,
ecological, and economic
sustainability of the trail
system based on a
technical assessment.

Project Purpose

Stakeholders
• Wilderness in

the City
• Minnesota Off‐
road Cyclists
• Equestrian Users
• Skate Ski Users



1. Trail realignments to
improve visitor
experience and safety
and to address
unmanageable erosion

2. Techniques to slow
and drain water away
from trail to address
manageable erosion

Recommendations

Rolling Grade

Fall Line Trail

• Improve the physical,
ecological, and economic
sustainability of the trail
system based on a
technical assessment.

Trail Decommissioning

Stakeholders
• Wilderness in

the City
• Minnesota Off‐
road Cyclists
• Equestrian Users
• Skate Ski Users



Trail Width Standards 

Stakeholders
• Wilderness in

the City
• Minnesota Off‐
road Cyclists
• Equestrian Users
• Skate Ski Users

Recommendations - West
Realign hiking trail loop 

and eliminate skate ski loop 

Rebuild 
prairie Refurbish 

skills 
course

Develop 
buckthorn 
removal 
strategy

Add Adaptive 
Mountain Bike Loop



Recommendations - Middle

Aggregate trail 
around Wheaton 
Pond

New hiking trail 
around Gerhardt 
Lake

Summer: hiking and equestrian
Winter: classic ski

Soft surface trail 
around Apple 
Pond

Recommendations: East
New Holland Lake 
hiking  loop, utilizing 
former driveway

Study Schulze 
Lake ADA trail

Some shared 
hiking 
equestrian



Recommendations: East
New Holland Lake 
hiking  loop, utilizing 
former driveway

Study Schulze 
Lake ADA trail

Some shared 
hiking 
equestrian

December 2024 - Feb 2025
Public Engagement/Stakeholder Meeting

March 2025
60% Preliminary Design Complete

June 2025
95% Preliminary Design Complete

Fall 2025-2026
Construction/Trail Decommissioning

Phasing



Questions and Discussion


