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Electricity use is growing throughout the Upper Midwest and demand is expected to 
increase significantly over the next two decades. 
This increase in electric use, combined with the changing ways electricity is 
generated, requires new long-term solutions to meet the needs of our communities, 
states, and region to ensure we can continue delivering the reliable service you need 
to power your daily lives. 

PowerOn Midwest
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PowerOn Midwest—tomorrow’s 
reliability starts today.

Project benefits
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Continued 
electric reliability

Prepares the grid 
for future growth

Customer and 
economic benefits

Access to new 
generation
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Project benefits
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Continued 
electric 
reliability

We know our customers and 
cooperative members expect:
• Consistent power delivery in

any season, under any
conditions.

• Access to cost-effective
generation such as wind and
solar.

• A grid that enables new
technologies and supports
technologies that reduce
emissions.

Project benefits
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Customer 
and 
economic 
benefits

• Enabling cost-efficient
generation and improving
reliability compared to other
more expensive solutions.

• Between $11 billion and
$25 billion in economic
benefits, a return of about
$1.60 and $3.10 for each
dollar invested.

• PowerOn Midwest will help
our local communities and
region can continue to grow.
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Project benefits
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Electricity demand is expected to 
grow significantly over the coming 
decades.
This growth is driven by:
• New and expanded

manufacturing.
• Expanded electrification of our

homes and businesses.
The current transmission system 
cannot handle this level of growth 
without significant upgrades.
PowerOn Midwest is the answer, 
a 765 kV backbone able to carry 
more power from where its 
generated to where it’s needed.

Prepares 
the grid for 
future 
growth

Project benefits
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The way we generate power is 
changing.
Over the past two decades, many 
coal plants have been retired 
across the Upper Midwest and this 
is expected to continue. 
Much of this energy generation 
will be replaced with:
• Geographically dispersed

renewable energy
• New, always-ready natural gas

plants
• Other emerging technologies

Access to 
new 
generation
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MISO
Tranche 
1 & 2.1
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PowerOn Midwest study area 
The Certificate of Need includes:

 Big Stone South-Brookings 
County-Lakefield Junction 765 kV
(MISO LRTP#22)

 Lakefield Junction-MN/IA border 
765 kV (MISO LRTP#23)

 Lakefield Junction-Pleasant Valley-
North Rochester 765 kV
(MISO LRTP#24)

 Pleasant Valley-North Rochester-
Hampton 345 kV
(MISO LRTP#25)
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 Existing double circuit capable 
345 kV structure

345 kV 
Structure
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90-160 ftHeight:
14-50 ftWidth:

800-1,200 ftSpan:
26-38 ftMinimum Ground Clearance:
30-40 ftFoundation Depth:

150 ftRight-of-way Width:

PowerOn Midwest permitting

Da
ko

ta
 C

ou
nt

y

Permit amendment
The segment requires one approval 
from the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission—a permit amendment.
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Preliminary schedule
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Feb 2025
ROFR notice 
filed and press 
release

Nov 2025
Certificate of 
Need (CON) 
open houses

Feb 2026
CON 
application 
submitted

Spring 2026
PUC CON public 
information and 
scoping meetings

Summer 2026
Route Permit 
open houses -
round 1

Fall 2026
PUC CON public 
hearing
Route Permit open 
houses - round 2

2025 2026

No sooner 
than late 
2026
Route Permit 
application 
submitted

2027

Winter 2027
PUC CON 
decision

2027
PUC Route 
Permit public 
information 
and scoping 
meetings

2027-2028
PUC Route 
Permit public 
hearings

2028

2028
PUC Route 
Permit 
decision

2030 -
2034

2030 - 2034
Construction

2032 -
2034

2032 - 2034
Energization

Upcoming open houses
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Open house schedule – week 1
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Can’t be there in person? Explore the virtual, self-guided 
open house on our website to learn and provide feedback.

PowerOnMidwest.com

Open house schedule – week 2
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Can’t be there in person? Explore the virtual, self-guided 
open house on our website to learn and provide feedback.

PowerOnMidwest.com

15

16



11/6/2025

Da
ko

ta
 C

ou
nt

y

Connect with us

Engagement opportunities
 For additional information, please

visit our website.

PowerOnMidwest.com

Connect@PowerOnMidwest.com 888-283-4678

Thank You
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