
December 16, 2025

2026 Property Tax Levy Certification and 
Budget Adoption

• Certification of 2026 property tax levy

• Adoption of 2026 Budget

• Adoption of 2026-2030 Capital Improvement Program
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Discussion Items



• Budget workshop – July 23, 2025
• Budget workshop – August 19, 2025
• Budget workshop – September 16, 2025
• Maximum levy adoption – September 23, 2025
• Budget workshop – November 18, 2025
• December changes – December 2, 2025
• Recommended budget and property tax levy (“TNT”) hearing –

December 2, 2025
• Budget adoption – December 16, 2025
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2026 Budget Process

• State and federal cuts, cost shifts, and unfunded mandates

• Addressing structural deficits
• Reducing use of fund balance

• Internal cost pressures
• Personnel

• Insurance

• Inflation

• Balancing stable funding for operations and capital projects
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2026 Budget Challenges



Recommendation for 2026 Levy

Change from 
2025

2026 Recommended 
Maximum Levy

Recommended 
Maximum Levy 

Change
2025 Adopted 

Levy
$16,597,234 $184,246,066 9.90%$167,648,832 
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2026 Recommended Budget Summary

Budget Change 
(%)

Levy Change (%)2026 Budget2026 Levy2025 Budget2025 Levy(millions, $)

4.40%7.76%$383.2$175.0$367.0$162.3Operating Budget

-8.52%13.21%$142.8$6.0$156.1$5.3Capital Improvement Program 
(CIP)

N/AN/A$1.7$3.2$0$0Debt Service

0.88%9.90%$527.7$184.2$523.1$167.6Total Budget
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2026 Recommended Property Tax Levy by 
Category

Transportation, 1%

Buildings/Infrastructure, 5%

Parks/Environment, 2%

Public Health, 4%

Other Public Services (IT, 
HR, Finance, Assessor), 8%

Welfare/Child Support 
Collection, 7%

Library Services, 9%
Fleet/Facilities 

Management, 9%

Social Services, 24%

Public Safety/Corrections, 
32%

2026 Recommended Property Tax Levy
$184.2 million
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2026 Recommended FTEs by Category

Parks/Environment, 96.20 

Public 
Safety/Corrections, 

485.47 

Public Health, 125.17 Welfare/Child Support 
Collection, 302.50 

Transportation, 97.00 

Other Public Services (IT, HR, 
Finance, Assessor), 342.25 

Fleet/Facilities Mgmt., 72.00 

Library Services, 130.15 Social Services, 524.15 

2026 Recommended FTEs
2,174.89
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2026 Recommended Budget – Major 
Components
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10

2026 Recommended Budget by Account 
Group

Salary/Benefits, 55.6%
Dept/County Support, 6.2%

Travel/Training, 0.4%

Materials & Office Support, 
1.1%

Client Services/Internal 
Chargeback, 8.1% Capital, 28.7%

2026 Recommended Budget by Account Group
$527.7 Million
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2026 Recommended Budget by Funding 
Source

Property Tax, $184.2 , 34.9%

Other Taxes, $33.8 , 6.4%

Fund Balance, $39.4 , 7.5%
Other Intergovernmental, 

$14.8 , 2.8%

Other, $21.3, 4.0%

State, $130.5 , 24.7%

Federal, $62.6 , 11.9%

Charges & Reimb, $41.1 , 
7.8%

2026 Recommended Budget by Funding Source
$527.7 million
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Metro County Comparison – Levy Increase
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Metro County Comparison – Preliminary Levy
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Metro County Comparison – Per Capita
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Metro County Comparison – Median Home
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Metro County Comparison – Tax Capacity 
Rate



17

2026 Property Tax Impacts 
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2026 Property Tax Impacts 



• 2026 Budget Book and 2026-2030 Capital Improvement Plan will be 
published on the County’s website: 
https://www.co.dakota.mn.us/Government/BudgetFinance/2026/Page
s/default.aspx
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Public Information
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Questions and Discussion


