Dakota County 2023

Legislative Priorities

FULLY FUND LOCAL COSTS FOR STATE
MANDATES — OR RELAX THEM

The issue: State-imposed mandates across

a variety of county services require funding
beyond the state’s financial support. This imposes
higher costs on local governments and property
taxpayers. Examples in Dakota County and
elsewhere include:

* The state’s Sustainable Buildings 2030 (B3)
energy conservation requirements for new
buildings and renovations that use state
funding can add construction costs that
exceed future utility savings. This adds to the
local cost of the project and diminishes the
net benefit of state funding. In two current
Dakota County examples, the additional costs
to comply with the B3 requirements add
15-20% to the construction cost and have a
simple payback three times longer than the
life of the additional equipment investment.
The state should fully fund the added costs
of B3 or eliminate the requirement w t
economically feasible.
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SUPPORT MEN C)TH SERVICES

The issue: Co itie§ across Minnesota are

facing urg recedented mental health
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 Crisis residential and intensive residential
treatment services, including funding for
capital costs, so people have a place to

go when needed. Request: $6.4 million

e 24/7 phone and mobile crisis response, so
people have someone to talk to in a crisis.

Request: $2.7 million annually

* Crisis follow-up and stabilization services,
including embedded social workers with
local law enforcement, to address underlying

needs. Request: $800,000 annually

Dakota County also recognizes the need to invest
in “upstream” solutions that promote health and
wellbeing, reducing future crises. Dakota County
supports investments that modernize

and transform human services for the future:

* Funding for family resource centers and other
community-based alternatives to formal
human services programs.

* Streamlined Department of Human Services
program rules and reporting requirements.

Continued



PROTECT CURRENT MOTOR VEHICLE
LEASE SALES TAX DISTRIBUTION

The issue: The Motor Vehicle Lease Sales Tax
(MVLST) is a critical funding source to address
highway needs in growing suburban areas,
including Dakota County. Transit in Dakota
County depends on local roads as well as county
and state highways, furthering the need to invest
in highway infrastructure.

Even with the current MVLST distribution, Dakota

County highway needs are so significant that the
county — and other suburban counties — use a
portion their self-enacted Transportation Sales
and Use Tax for both county and trunk highway
projects. The MVLST helps reduce funding
needs that cannot be addressed with typical
sources such as the County State Aid

Highway distribution.

The solution: Support the current
MVLST distribution:

* 38% to greater Minnesota transit

* 38% to suburban counties

* 13% to local bridges

* 11% to the highway user tax distribution fund

ADOPT A PLAN TO CREATE EQUITY
FOR BUS RAPID TRANSIT FUNDING

The issue: The Metropolitan Council operates
bus rapid transit (BRT) lines throughout the
metropolitan region. The council controls
operational budgets and allocates funding
accordingly. The council receives 50 percent
the funding subsidies for highway-based 8R4
lines from county resources while BRT i &
are not highway-based are funded sdlel
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CLOSE FR N\ NDFILL TO PROTECT
ENVIR [ AND PUBLIC HEALTH
The issue reeway Landfill in Burnsville is

federal Superfund site and threatens
g surface and groundwater supplies

this landfill.

listed as
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h Pellution. Dakota County supports state
to remediate the environmental effects

The solution: Support legislation or actions
that provide state funding to properly close
the Freeway Landfill in a manner acceptable
to Dakota County, to protect health and the
environment and benefit the local community.






