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REGIONAL PARKS AND TRAILS SYSTEM
STATEMENT
DAKOTA COUNTY

Overview of the Regional Parks and Trails System

The Regional Parks and Trails System includes 66 regional parks, park reserves, and special features,
plus more than 487 miles of regional trails that showcase the unique landscapes of the region and
provide year-round recreation. The Regional Parks and Trails System is well-loved by our region’s
residents and attracted over 69 million visits in 2023.

The organizational structure of the Regional Parks and Trails System is unique, built upon a strong
partnership between the Met Council and the ten regional park implementing agencies that own and
operate Regional Parks and Trails System units. The regional park implementing agencies are:

Anoka County Ramsey County

City of Bloomington City of Saint Paul

Carver County Scott County

Dakota County Three Rivers Park District

Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Washington County

The 2050 Regional Parks and Trails Policy Plan advances the Imagine 2050 regional goals and core
values including Equity, Leadership, Accountability, and Stewardship by striving to:

o Foster equity and belonging: Connect people with nature, community, and cultural
landscapes to better support their physical, mental, and emotional well-being

o Take care of what we have: Reinvest in existing regional parks and trails to maintain and
enhance visitor experiences

¢ Protect and restore: Protect and restore natural systems to safeguard the well-being of all
living things

o Adapt and mitigate: Increase the region’s resilience to climate change through land
stewardship practices that mitigate greenhouse gases and adapt to future climates

o Meet future needs: Meet the growing demand for regional parks and trails through strategic
and timely land acquisition and development.

Key Concepts in the 2050 Regional Parks and Trails Policy Plan
The 2050 Regional Parks and Trails Policy Plan includes the following policies, each with specific
associated strategies:

¢ System Plan policy: Maintain a robust and current set of data, maps, plans, processes, and
applications to support regional parks and trails planning.

¢ Natural Systems policy: Identify lands with high-quality natural features and/or with high
restoration potential that are desirable for Regional Parks and Trails System activities and put

2025 SYSTEM STATEMENT REGIONAL PARKS AND TRAILS

36 98



these lands in a protected status so they will be available for recreational uses and preservation
purposes in perpetuity.

¢ Climate Resilience policy: Adapt and enhance the Regional Parks and Trails System to
promote resilience to climate change, including the mitigation of greenhouse gas emissions.

¢ Planning policy: Promote long-range planning and help provide integrated resource planning
across jurisdictions in order to create a seamless system that connects everyone to the
outdoors.

o System Protection policy: Protect public investments in acquisition and development by
assuring that every component in the system is able to fully carry out its designated role.

o Recreation, Facilities, and Programming policy: Foster a sense of belonging by providing a
wide spectrum of leisure and play opportunities while connecting people, places, and the natural
world.

¢ Finance policy: The Met Council administers, provides financial oversight, and collaborates
with a range of partners to fund the ten regional park implementing agencies in support of the
Regional Parks and Trails System.

The 2050 Regional Parks and Trails Policy Plan is the metropolitan system plan for regional recreation
open space with which local comprehensive plans must conform. This system statement highlights the
elements of the system plan which apply specifically to your community. Find the complete text of the
2050 Regional Parks and Trails Policy Plan at the following url:

https://imagine 2050.metrocouncil.org/chapters/reqional-parks-and-trails.

Key Changes in the 2050 Regional Parks and Trails Policy Plan

Adopted by the Met Council in February 2025, the 2050 Regional Parks and Trails Policy Plan
incorporates the following changes:

e Unit name changes
o Anoka County
» “Northwest Search Area” changed to “Sugar Hills Search Area”
o Dakota County
= “Lebanon Hills-Big Rivers Greenway Trail Search Corridor” changed to “Lebanon
Hills-Minnesota River Greenway Trail Search Corridor”
= “Lebanon Hills-Mendota Greenway Regional Trail, Highway 62 segment”
changed to “Lebanon Hills Greenway Regional Trail”
o Scott County
= “Scott West Regional Trail” changed to “Big Woods Regional Trail”
» “Minnesota River Bluffs Extension and Scott County Connection Regional Trail”
changed to “Merriam Junction Regional Trail”
= “Louisville Trail Search Corridor” changed to “Merriam Junction Regional Trail”
= Portion of “Southern Scott Trail Search Corridor’ changed to “Shallow Waters
Regional Trail”
e Trail refinements
o Three Rivers Park District's Dakota Rail Regional Trail Search Corridor Extension
moving the trail terminus from Highway 494 to Minnetonka City Hall
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o Three Rivers Park District is transferring a portion of the Lake Minnetonka Regional Trail

to Carver County
o Future 2028/2029 system additions process candidates

o Ramsey County’s Rice Creek North Regional Trail Boundary Adjustment adding 2,407
acres to the current 792 acres at the former Twin Cities Army Ammunition Plant

o Three Rivers Park District’'s 5.5-mile West Minnehaha Creek Trail Corridor Study Area

o Dakota County’s 58-acre Thompson County Park Study Area in West St. Paul serving
the outdoor recreational needs of the more than 50,000 residents who live in the
northern portion of Dakota County

The 2050 Regional Parks and Trails System Plan Map is depicted in Figure 1. Dakota County should
consult the complete 2050 Regional Parks and Trails Policy Plan in preparing its local comprehensive
plan. In addition, Dakota County should consult Imagine 2050 and the current version of the Met
Council’s Local Planning Handbook for specific comprehensive plan requirements.

2050 Regional Parks and Trails System Units

The Regional Parks and Trails System comprises four main types of units: regional parks, park
reserves, special features and regional trails.

¢ Regional parks contain a diversity of natural features, either naturally occurring or restored,
and are typically 200-500 acres in size. Regional parks accommodate a variety of outdoor
recreation activities. In 2024, a total of 46 regional parks are open to the public.

o Park reserves, like regional parks, provide for a diversity of outdoor recreation activities. One
major distinguishing feature is that the minimum size for a park reserve is 1,000 acres.
Additionally, regional park implementing agencies are required to manage at least 80% of the
park reserve as natural lands that protect the ecological functions of the native landscape. As of
2024, a total of 12 park reserves were open to the public.

o Special features provide opportunities not generally found in the regional parks, park reserves,
or trail corridors. Special features often require a unique managing or programming effort. As of
2024, there are eight special features open to the public.

¢ Regional trails: The Met Council has defined two major types of trails to serve the region:
destination or greenway trails and linking trails. Destination or greenway trails typically follow
along corridors with high-quality natural features that make the trail itself a destination. Linking
trails are predominately intended to provide connections between various Regional Parks and
Trails System units. As of 2024, 56 regional trails totaling approximately 487 miles were open
for public use.

2050 Regional Parks and Trails System Components
The 2050 Regional Parks and Trails Policy Plan identifies five components which together comprise the
vision for the Regional Parks and Trails System in 2050, as described below.

o Existing Regional Parks and Trails System facilities are open for public use and include land
that is owned by regional park implementing agencies. They may include inholding parcels
within the boundaries of these parks and trail corridors that have not yet been acquired. Existing
regional trails may include planned segments that will be developed in the future.
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o Planned Regional Parks and Trails System facilities (not yet open to the public) have a
Council-approved long-range plan and may be in stages of acquisition and development but are
not yet open for public use.

¢ Regional Parks and Trails System boundary adjustments include general areas identified as
potential additions to existing Regional Parks and Trails System facilities to add recreational
opportunities or protect natural resources. Specific adjustments to park or trail corridor
boundaries have not yet been planned.

* Regional Park and Special Feature search areas include general areas for future regional
parks and special features to meet the recreational needs of the region by 2050 where the
regional park boundary has not yet been planned.

o Regional trail search corridors include proposed regional trails to provide connections
between Regional Parks and Trails System facilities where the trail alignment has not yet been
planned.

System Plan Considerations Affecting Your Community

The following Regional Parks and Trails System Components within Dakota County are identified in the
2050 Regional Parks and Trails Policy Plan:

Regional Parks, Park Reserves, and Special Features
o Lake Byllesby Regional Park
e Lebanon Hills Regional Park
o Lilydale — Harriet Island & Cherokee Heights Regional Park
o Miesville Ravine Park Reserve
e Murphy Hanrehan Park Reserve
e Spring Lake Park Reserve
o Whitetail Woods Regional Park

Regional Trails
e Big Rivers Regional Trail
e Chub Creek Greenway Regional Trail Search Corridor
o Elko New Market- Blakeley- Doyle Kennefick Regional Trail Search Corridor
e Lake Marion Greenway Regional Trail
e Lebanon Hills-Minnesota River Greenway Regional Trail Search Corridor
e Mendota-Lebanon Hills Greenway Regional Trail
¢ Minnesota River Greenway Regional Trail
o Mississippi River Regional Trail
o Mississippi River Greenway Regional Trail
o North Creek Greenway Regional Trail
¢ Rosemount Greenway Regional Trail
e Vermillion Highlands Greenway Regional Trail
e Vermillion River Greenway Regional Trail
¢ Vermillion River Greenway Regional Trail Search Corridor
e Veterans Memorial Greenway Regional Trail
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Please contact Saint Paul, Scott County, or Three Rivers Park District for more information regarding
Regional Parks System Components in Dakota County.

State or Federal Lands in Your Community

State and federal park and open space units that provide outdoor recreation opportunities and natural
resource conservation for the public complement the Regional Parks and Trails System and are
recognized in the 2050 Regional Parks and Trails Policy Plan. The following state or federal lands as
shown in Figure 2 are within Dakota County and should be acknowledged in its comprehensive plan.

e Chimney Rock Scientific and Natural Area

e Chub Lake Wildlife Management Area

o Fort Snelling State Park

e Gores Pool #3 Wildlife Management Area

¢ Hastings Sand Coulee Easement Scientific and Natural Area
e Hastings Scientific and Natural Area

¢ Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge

o Mud Creek Wildlife Management Area

e Pine Bend Bluffs Scientific and Natural Area

e Spring Lake Islands Wildlife Management Area

¢ Vermillion Highlands Research Recreation Wildlife Management Area
o Vermillion River Wildlife Management Area

Please contact the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources for more information about State lands

and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service for more information about the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife
Refuge.
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CCCCCC

2050 Comprehensive Plan Update

Kurt Chatfield- Office of Planning

Physical Development Committee Division Meeting
March 10, 2026




Presentation Overview

* Plan update process
* Requirements

* Emerging Issues

* Discussion

106



Process

DAKOTA COUNTY, MINNESOTA
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
DC2040

Land Use and Natural Resources
. . e

S TR

Adcpted June 18, 2019

Transportation Amendments

Last plan prepared in 2018
Amended in 2021
Update due Dec. 2028

Plan needs to be consistent
with: Imagine 2050, and
regional policy plans for
transportation, water
resources, parks and trails
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Process

Dakota County received a “System Statement” from
Metro Council in October 2025, highlighting:

Changes in regional policies for transportation,
water resources, and parks

New requirements from Minnesota Statute 473.859
for climate policy and mitigation strategies

As part of the process, Dakota County will also
review other agencies plans from cities, townships,
and adjacent communities
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Process

Proposed preparation steps:
 Staff updates plan, uses consultant for public engagement
 Planning Commission is the advisory body

« County Board provides direction to staff on expectations
for plan, process and level of involvement

Note: Dakota County townships and small cities are eligible for funding
assistance from Metro Council through the “Small Communities Grant
Program” or the “Consortium Grant” program to update their plans
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934 45 UNSAFE PFAS LEVELS‘ IN DRINKING WATER
L CITY OF KASTINGS MAKING PLANS TO DEAL WITH CONTANINATION

[T

[T KARE 11 53 KSTP [T KARE 11
Lakeville outpaces Minneapolis in ... Hastings: 5 municipal wells have PFAS ... Spring Lake Park Reserve reintroduces ...




Operating 2026 Expansion Testing Now

Phoenix, AZ (incl. Sky Harbor) Washington, D.C. = Minneapolis, MN =

San Francisco, CA (incl. SFO) Dallas, TX Boston, MA =
Los Angeles, CA Houston, TX Buffalo, NY =
Austin, TX Denver, CO = Pittsburgh, PA =
Atlanta, GA Detroit, MI New York City, NY =
Miami, FL San Diego, CA Philadelphia, PA
Las Vegas, NV Seattle, WA
MNashville, TN Baltimore, MD
Orlando, FL Tampa, FL
San Antonio, TX New Orleans, LA
Sacramento, CA St. Louis, MO

London, UK (International) Tokyo, Japan (International)
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Emerging Issue: Coordinate with Changing Local Plans &7, £=

COUNTY

Robert Street

Renaissance concord Bivd
Makers District

Hockey Hall NW Area 494 .
of Fame Interchange  Heritage
Vikings Park
Delta Lakes

‘ Cedar Site Thompson
MN Bier Grove Redevelopment
Quadrant AV Park >

Referendum b@
Tech Parks Q°

Oheyawahe

Burnsville Center Rockport

Revitalization LLC  UMORE Aerospace Q° Jacob Ave Hwy 61

Researclke’b Growth Plan
?.

Hwy 50 Gedar New City 2% Area

Growth  of Empire \i\(ae 0°

Corridor se( o®
Lakeville Park Tech Park%a(\ Q\(\\“
Referendum W¢

Interchange
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Discussion

What are Dakota County’s greatest
challenges?

Opportunities?

.

.. What would you like to see in the plan?
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Physical Development Committee of
the Whole

Request for Board Action

Item Number: DC-5408 Agenda #: 8.1 Meeting Date: 3/10/2026
Adjournment
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